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At  College, we provide you with the tools to view the global language for communication, travel, and 

business in a completely new light. English is the worldwide link for knowledge, and as ESL teachers, we are 

setting off with the meaningful goal of meeting the demands of English learners who need to know how to use the 

language effectively in everyday situations.

With the current advances in technology, the internet has broken down all cultural barriers,

making the demand for a global language so much more important. It also means that becoming TEFL certified, 

qualifying you to teach English in various parts of the world, is now more convenient and accessible for you. At 

 College, you benefit from a job-focused

program with flexible study options at an excellent educational value.

Being an excellent and esteemed teacher of English as a Foreign Language presents you with a wide array of 

possibilities to a successful career in the industry while experiencing and enjoying the unique culture of any 

country of your choice.

Welcome to  College!

Connect the world
through knowledge.
This is our mission which you are
now a part of.
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MODULE 1:
INTRODUCTION TO
TEACHING ENGLISH AS
A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
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Unit Descriptors

1. Introduction to TEFL
2. TEFL Acronyms
3. TEFL Teaching Overview Focus questions

Focus Questions:

At the end of the module, you should be able to 
answer the following questions:

1. What is TEFL and why is there an urgent need for it?
2. What do the different TEFL acronyms mean?
3. What essential tips are useful for teaching EFL?
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TEFL refers to a training program which provides qualification to teach English as a foreign language to nonnative 

English speakers. Most people whose first language is not English need to learn it as an important communication tool

for business or for travel.

The general perception is that a working knowledge of English, at least at a basic level, is needed by many different 

fields and professions throughout the world. Many people who would want to learn English do so to help them adapt 

to cultures where the official or dominant language for work, education, or tourism is English. Standardized English 

language exams required to study or migrate to English-speaking countries add to the demand for TEFL as well.

Teaching English to non-native speakers requires a method which is distinct from the typical education standards for 

native speakers. Thus, TEFL covers the essentials needed to help ensure the English learners’ competency in the four 

English language skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking, is gained at a proficient level.

Standard topics included in the following modules include a focus on motivation, methodology, lesson planning, 

classroom management, and evaluation to help the aspiring teacher handle the everyday tasks of their newfound career. 

Upon completion of the TEFL course, you will gain the confidence and qualifications needed to teach 

English in most parts of the non-English speaking world.

INTRODUCTION TO TEFL
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In English language teaching, many acronyms are

used primarily because of the wide range of uses 

of English. To begin, ELL stands for the English

language learner, while ELT is a general term used 

to refer to the teaching of English language.

Highly specialized studies of English are

distinguished by the terms ESP, referring to the 

study or use of English for special or specific 

purposes such as English for secretaries or for 

financial use, and EAP or English for academic 

purposes which is for specific disciplines like 

English for medical studies, for engineering, for 

classrooms, and many others. More commonly, 

you may encounter the acronyms ESL, EFL, and 

ESOL which are all used to refer to the study of 

English by non-native language speakers. The 

distinction lies in the nature of English use and

the learner’s location.

TESL is used in countries where English 

is a common second language in official 

communication. TEFL refers to the way of teaching 

English to EFL learners, non-native speakers to 

whom English is a foreign language. TESOL is 

often used interchangeably, but also includes 

teaching the English language to nonnative

speakers who are living in an English speaking 

country.

The following are the most common acronyms used in 

English language teaching:

CELTA

DELTA

EAL

EAP

EFL

EIL

ELF

ELL

ELT

ESD

ESL

ESOL

ESP

TEFL

TESL

TESOL

IELTS

TOEFL

TOEIC

UCLES

Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults

Diploma in English Language Teaching to Adults

English as an additional language

English for Academic Purposes

English as a Foreign Language

English as an International Language

English as a Lingua Franca

English Language Learner

English Language Teaching, or sometimes Training

English as a second dialec

English as a Second Language

English to Speakers of Other Languages

English for Specific Purposes, or English for Special

Purposes

Teaching English as a Foreign Language

Teaching English as a Second Language

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

International English Language Testing System

Test of English as a Foreign Language

Test of English for International Communication

University of Cambridge Local Examinations

Syndicate

Common Acronyms
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The Need for TEFL

Almost all non-English speaking countries require

teachers of EFL, for various reasons which include

better school performance, career change or

promotion, and plans of traveling or moving to an

English-speaking country to study or settle. Just to

name a few of the many countries that have a high

demand for EFL teachers, the list includes China,

Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam,

Thailand, and Indonesia in Asia. In Europe, private

language schools and companies in Spain,

Portugal, Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia are

some of the options. Job opportunities also exist in

the Middle Eastern countries such as Saudi Arabia

and the UAE, Morocco in Africa, and Central and

South American regions including Mexico,

Argentina, Chile and Brazil. EFL teachers are

needed by numerous organizations like private 

and public schools, colleges, universities, 

language institutes, education foundations, and all 

types of businesses and corporations. In addition,

individuals also frequently require services of EFL

teachers for private tutoring.

Student backgrounds and age groups could 

range from pre-school, grade school, high school 

and university  students to professionals such as 

business people, lawyers, classroom teachers, and 

much more.

Teacher Qualifications 

Certifications for EFL teachers such as CELTA and a

certificate in TESOL are usually the minimum

qualifications that a teacher brings with them upon

entering a career in teaching English as a foreign

language.

A wide range of advanced or diploma courses are

available upon completion of these basic

certifications and gaining a few years of experience

in teaching. Programs designed especially for

children or young learners taken up by EFL

teachers are also issued certifications by prominent

EFL organizations. These are usually taught as an

extra course after the basic CELTA.
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The importance of membership to professional associations is the recognition it brings to the teacher by a range of 

organizations and agencies as a competent and knowledgeable professional in the field. This translates to being 

guaranteed the confidence and trust of employers in many parts of the globe. In addition, it encourages sharing of 

expertise, resources, and opportunities among professionals.

Here are a few prominent professional organizations:

TESOL  Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages

IATEFL  International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language

NATECLA  National Association for Teaching English and other Community Languages to Adults

TESOL Inc. (TESOL) is a US-based professional organization with many state-wide affiliates with global

recognition. IATEFL is another professional organization with worldwide reach. NATECLA is a British-based

professional organization focused on teaching ESOL in Britain and includes adult and community educators,

managers, assessors, examiners, and teacher trainers.

Several other organizations at local levels include JALT in Japan, SPELT in Pakistan, BELTA in Bangladesh,

and MELTA in Malaysia among others. Professional organizations may also be regional such as TESOL Arabia,

or affiliates of larger pan-national organizations such as TESOL and IATEFL.

Professional Associations
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In his article entitled How to be an effective EFL

teacher, the author David Martin lists important

reminders for an English language teacher. These

tips also provide those who are new in the field with a 

general idea on what awaits an EFL teacher. 

Thefollowing are just a few from the long list of tips

from the article:

1. Learn your students’ names.

2. Always consider the learners’ needs when preparing 

for each lesson.

3. Find out what learners already know.

4. Be overly prepared.

5. Be knowledgeable about grammar.

6. Be knowledgeable about the learners’ culture.

7. Don’t neglect useful vocabulary teaching.

8. Don’t neglect the teaching of listening.

9. Motivate your students with variety.

10. Be enthusiastic! Don’t do it just for the money.

11. Don’t talk too much.

12. Respect both “slow” and “fast” learners.

13. Don’t overcorrect.

14. Be reflective.

15. Laugh at yourself sometimes.

Teaching English as a second or foreign language, like 

any teaching profession, involves deep understanding. 

It is not only the language, though, that needs to be 

known to the teacher but most specially the needs of 

the learners. The main reason TEFL programs make use 

of methods different from the conventional method of 

language education is because the learners’ needs, 

motivations, and backgrounds are particularly different. 

The rewards, nonetheless, are always remarkable for a 

class welltaught. In the next modules, the tips mentioned 

willbecome much clearer, sensible, and commonsensical.

TEFL Teaching Overview
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ASSESSMENT FOR
MODULE 1

Directions: Read each question carefully and choose the best
answer.

1. What is this acronym which refers to the teaching of English to 
non-native speakers to whom English is a foreign language? 

A. ELT
B. EFL
C. TEFL
D. IELTS

2. Where is the demand for teaching English to non-native 
speakers?

A. China
B. Europe
C. Middle East
D. All of the above

3. What are some of the main reasons why there is an increased 
demand in TEFL?

A. Work promotion
B. Travel
C. A & B
D. None of the above

4. Why has learning English become important?

A. It’s become the global language.
B. It’s required in many field and occupations internationally.
C. It’s extensively used for international business.
D. All of the above
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5. What are the topics that an aspiring teacher of EFL need to 
learn?

A. Language skills and teaching methodologies
B. Lesson planning and classroom management
C. Motivation and learning evaluation
D. All of the above

6. Which of the following is an exam on the English language?

A. TOEFL
B. CELTA
C. TESOL
D. All of the above

7. What is the importance of membership to professional teaching 
associations?

A. Employers worldwide recognize your qualification.
B. Resources and opportunities can be shared among the
     community.
C. There can be collaboration among experts.
D. All of the above

8. Why do TEFL programs make use of methods that are different 
from the conventional method of language teaching?

A. The conventional and mainstream methods are outdated.
B. It’s required in many field and occupations internationally
C. The learners have needs, motivations, and backgrounds that 
      are particularly different from native English language learners
D. All of the above
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